
 
 
 

Dogpatch & Northwest Potrero Hill Green Benefit District 
Board of Directors General Meeting 

February 20, 2019, 6:30– 8:30 PM 
654 Minnesota Street, San Francisco, CA  94107 

 
 
Board Members In Attendance: Jean Bogiages, Janet Carpinelli, Mark Dwight, Kate 
Eppler, Susan Eslick, Jesse Herzog, Bruce Huie, Jason Kelly Johnson, James Naylor, 
Loren Swanson 
Board Members Excused: Keith Goldstein, Alex Goretsky, Phillip Pierce, Kat 
Sawyer 
City Staff in Attendance:  Jonathan Goldberg, SF Public Works 
Executive Director: Julie Christensen 
 

Minutes 
 
1.  Meeting Opened by President Jesse Herzog at 6:35  
 
2.  Roll Call and Approval of Minutes (Secretary Kate Eppler) 
Eppler called roll. 
VOTE: The February 2019 minutes were approved as amended by voice vote.   
 
3. Announcements/Public Comment/Agenda Building  (All) 
Announcements: An egg hunt will take place at Progress Park on April 13. The 
artists who painted the columns in Woods Yard will be coming back to update them.  
 
Agenda Building: It was suggested that Jason Kelly Johnson bring CCA students to 
discuss the upcoming 20th St. underpass pop-up event.  
 
Public Comment: There was no public comment for items not on the agenda.  
 
4. Finance Report (Treasurer Susan Eslick) 
Eslick noted that work on FY20 budget was upcoming and encouraged board 
members to submit new project ideas. The board discussed potential projects, 
including ‘USOP’ plaza, Woods Yard, a detailed pedestrian masterplan, supporting 



the native plant garden at a school in Northwest Potrero, and enhancing pedestrian 
experience on the 18th and 20th St overpasses. The board also discussed hiring a 
designer to coordinate projects around 22nd St. Caltrain station area so that they are 
not disjointed.  
 
5. ED Report (Executive Director Julie Christensen)  
Christensen provided highlights from recent work, including that a large portion of 
the concrete pour at 22nd St. Caltrain station multimodal hub is complete, and light 
fixtures for the area on order.  The GBD received bollards free of charge for 
installation at the hub.  
 
MTA turned down GBD’s request for a stop sign at 20th street, but with help from 
Robin Abad there will be an upcoming lotline survey for the two blocks between 
Indiana and Tennessee, which will be helpful for planning future improvements.  
 
Nelson\Nygaard has offered do preliminary work and develop three concept plans 
for the area around the 20th St. overpass and south edge of Esprit Park. The fee 
would be $15k. The GBD board indicated consensus that this would be an 
appropriate use of funds. The board will have an opportunity to review a contract 
for the work.  
 
Christensen has been working with Bruce Huie and J.R. Eppler (president of the 
Potrero Boosters) to investigate alternatives for additional Food Bank parking that 
would free up the sunny parcel behind the Gears, north of Progress Park.  
 
Eslick and Christensen have been working towards the formation of a committee to 
help with upcoming opportunities for public art. GBD members should indicate 
interest if they would like to participate. The board discussed the GBD’s potential 
role in selecting or installing public art projects.  
 
6. 20th St Underpass (Johnson and Guest Robin Abad) 
Abad and Johnson provided an overview of the Under Viaducts project, a 
partnership between California College of the Arts and Department of Public Works. 
Project goals include testing nighttime illumination strategies that could be applied 
at scale; testing new partnerships; and producing an installation that could be 
applied fulltime at an underpass space for 1-2 years.  On April 25, from 7:30-9:30, 
there will be an event featuring three pop up installations of student work, with the 
goal of hearing community response and nurturing partnerships for long term 
improvements. The team requests GBD assistance in clearing the space of trash in 
order to make it safe for a public event.  
Public Comment: Linda James expressed approval.  
 
7. March 7 Stakeholder Party (Christensen) 
The board discussed the stakeholder party held on March 7 at the Pearl, the benefits 
of holding the party in different locations every year, and outreach strategies for 
next year’s event.  



Public comment: Linda James said that she appreciated the new venue on March 7 
but noted the lack of intimacy in the large space. 
 
8. Esprit Park Status (Herzog) 
Herzog provided a status update for the Esprit Park renovation. UCSF asked to 
reduce the GBD’s contingency in the contract from 10 percent to 5 percent. The GBD 
communicated to UCSF that overages exceeding 5 percent would be the 
responsibility of Recreation and Parks Department. RPD will continue to lead 
neighborhood engagement on the project.  
 
9. Service Committee update (Christensen) 

The GBD will host a lunch event with Aim to Please workers because they have 
indicated they would like to get to know the board. Board members are welcome to 
attend. Negotiations continue with RPD regarding whether the GBD may continue 
gardening work at Fallen Bridge Park. Pruning at Progress Park has been praised by 
users. 
 
10. Survey (Christensen) 

The GBD will conduct its annual survey soon. The survey is a chance to ask 
stakeholders what they would like to see done. The board discussed ideas for the 
survey. Board members should email further suggestions to Christensen.  
 
11. Adjourn (Herzog) 
Herzog adjourned the meeting at 8:30 
 


